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Food Safety Requirements for Events with External Food and Hot Beverages 
 

Dear Event Organiser, 

We are writing to highlight event organisers responsibilities for food safety of external food and hot 
beverages, at events held within the Harrogate Convention Centre. 

Where an event is serving food and hot drinks not supplied by Matcham’s, including where only 
samples or complimentary refreshments are provided, a suitably qualified Food Safety Consultant 
must be appointed for the duration of the event, these will remain subject to the applicable corkage 
charges. 
 

What Qualifies as a Food Safety Consultant? 

The appointed individual should possess appropriate food safety knowledge and experience. As a 
minimum, they should have at least one of the following: 

• A recognised Level 3 Award in Food Safety (or equivalent) in the relevant sector. 
• Experience of food safety management and compliance monitoring within events, hospitality, 

catering, or food retail environments. 
• A sound understanding of current UK food hygiene legislation and allergen regulations. 
• The authority to intervene and take corrective action where food safety risks are identified. 

 

Where Can You Find a Food Safety Consultant? 

Food Safety Consultants may be sourced through (but not limited to): 

• Independent food safety consultants or specialist food safety and compliance consultancy 
organisations. 

• Environmental Health practitioners working in a consultancy capacity. 
• Event safety management companies that provide food safety services. 

 

We recommend that arrangements are made well in advance of your event to ensure adequate 
oversight and compliance documentation can be reviewed before exhibitors arrive on site. Please 
send us the contact details of your appointed Food Safety Consultant.  

Should you require further guidance regarding food safety requirements at Harrogate Convention 
Centre, please refer to clause 8.3.4 in your contract terms and conditions, follow this link to the 
eGuide eGuide-March-2026-clean-copy.pdf (section 10 is catering) or contact the catering team. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

John Wright  
Catering General Manager 
Harrogate Convention Centre 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.asp.events%2FCLIENT_AEV_30A5AAAF_5056_B740_1746BDBB4A667186%2Fsites%2Faev2022%2Fmedia%2FeGuide-March-2026-clean-copy.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAmiraJade.Thomas3%40harrogateconventioncentre.co.uk%7Ced27e46069d04cb1760108dee7e6a3bc%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639203175111796940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5ojfcuA3O%2Ff5jGzp%2FRP5ef9%2FIxPl5YQZBnbeBGRJ5Fg%3D&reserved=0

